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Asbury Theological Seminary                 Professor Howard A. Snyder 
Spring Semester, 2000                     Office:  MC310 - Ext. 
2262 
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8964 
 
[Syllabus available also on the Seminary Network as:  MI750 - S2000] 
 
 
MI 750.  THEORIES AND MODELS OF MISSION 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 An examination of the ways Christian mission has been understood historically, with 
particular focus on Evangelical, Ecumenical, and Roman Catholic approaches to mission during 
the twentieth century.  Attention is given especially to the interrelationships of Gospel, church, 
and culture in theologies of mission. 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 The principal objective of this course is to examine, understand, and compare theologies of 
mission that have had important influence in the history of the church, particularly in the 
twentieth century.  Differing mission theologies are critically examined with a view toward 
helping equip Christian leaders to carry out mission from a theological base that is informed, 
coherent, and biblically grounded. 
 
STRUCTURE OF COURSE 
 We will follow the schedule indicated below.  Class sessions will usually be geared to the 
assigned readings.  The approach used combines two methods:  A chronological study focusing 
particularly on important missionary conferences and documents, and a comparative study using 
models. 
  
TEXTS 
 
Hedlund, Roger E.  Roots of the Great Debate in Mission, rev. ed.  Theological Book Trust, 
1993. 
 
Snyder, Howard A.  Models of the Kingdom.  Abingdon, 1991. 
 
Stott, John, ed.  Making Christ Known:  Historic Mission Documents from the Lausanne 
Movement, 1974-1989.  Eerdmans, 1997. 
 
Yates, Timothy.  Christian Mission in the Twentieth Century.  Cambridge University Press, 
1996. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Bosch, David J.  Transforming Mission:  Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission.  Orbis, 
1991. 
 
Carpenter, Joel A., and Wilbert Shenk, eds.  Earthen Vessels:  American Evangelicals and 
Foreign Missions, 1880-1980.  Eerdmans, 1990. 
 
Thomas, Norman E., ed.  Classic Texts in Mission and World Christianity.  Orbis, 1995 (a 
book of readings keyed to Parts 2 and 3 of Bosch). 
 
  
  
2 
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS  
  
 1.  Participate in all class sessions, seeking to advance the learning of others as well as 
yourself through informed discussion. 
 
 2.  Complete all the assigned readings (See course schedule below).  Usually readings will be 
discussed in class, and students will be expected to have read the assigned readings in advance.  
A reading report is due each week; use the form provided at the end of the syllabus.  Photocopy 
additional forms as needed, or copy the form to your computer. 
 The recommended readings provide more depth and in some cases cover additional material 
and perspectives not treated in the required reading assignments.  Complete as much of the 
recommended reading as possible. 
 
 3.  Write a critical comparison and evaluation of two of the following documents (approx. 10 
pages.  Due March 22): 
 
The Schleitheim Confession (1527) 
 “Address to the Church,” Ecumenical Missionary Conference (NY 1900), 2:348-50 
Mott, “Closing Address,” Edinburgh 1910 (Hedlund, 49ff) 
“The Christian Message,” Jerusalem 1928 (Hedlund, 71ff) 
The Barmen Declaration (1934) 
“The Unfinished Evangelistic Task,” Madras 1939 (Hedlund, 110ff) 
“Reshaping the Pattern of Missionary Activity,” Willingen 1952 (Hedlund, 139ff) 
The Wheaton Declaration  (Hedlund, 169ff) 
“Decree on the Missionary Activity of the Church” (from Ad Gentes) (Hedlund, 213ff) 
Nostra Aetate, 1965 (Flannery, 738ff) 
 “Renewal in Mission,” Uppsala 1968 (Hedlund, 242ff) 
The Frankfurt Declaration (Hedlund, 250ff) 
The Lausanne Covenant (Hedlund, 304ff) 
“Confessing Christ Today,” Nairobi 1975 (Hedlund, 374ff) 
The Manila Manifesto, Manila 1989 (Hedlund, 419ff) 
“Mission and Evangelism,” Geneva 1982 (Hedlund, 443ff) 
“Come Holy Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation” (Hedlund, 461ff) 
“A Covenant on World Evangelization” (Hedlund, 481ff) 
AD 2000 and Beyond Movement Declaration (GCOWE 1995) 
 
 4.  Write a critical comparison and evaluation of two of the following conferences, indicating 
the reasons each was missiologically significant (10 to 15 pages.  Due April 19): 
 
New York 1900         Edinburgh 1910 
Jerusalem 1928         Madras 1939 
New Delhi 1961         Second Vatican Council 
Berlin 1966         Uppsala 1968 
Bangkok 1973         Lausanne 1974 
Nairobi 1975         Pattaya 1980 
Wheaton 1983         Lausanne II at Manila 1989 
Seoul 1995         Pattaya 1997 
 
 5.  Write a review of one of the following books, evaluating its significance in terms of the 
issues studied in this course (5 to 10 pages.  Due May 3): 
 
Roland Allen, Missionary Methods:  St. Paul’s or Ours? (1912) 
Karl Barth, Theological Existence Today (1933) 
Arthur Judson Brown, The Foreign Missionary (1907) 
Guilhermo Cook, The Expectation of the Poor (1985) 
J. N. Farquhar, The Crown of Hinduism (1913) 
Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation (1974) 
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John Hick, God Has Many Names (1980) 
William Hocking, Re-Thinking Missions (1932) 
A. G. Hogg, Karma and Redemption (1909) 
Paul Knitter, No Other Name? (1985) 
Donald McGavran, The Bridges of God (1955) 
J. A. Mackay, The Other Spanish Christ (1932) 
John R. Mott, The Evangelization of the World in This Generation (1901) 
John R. Mott, The Decisive Hour for Christian Missions (1910) 
Lesslie Newbigin, The Open Secret (1978) 
J. W. Pickett, Mass Movements in India (1933) 
A. T. Pierson, The Divine Enterprise of Missions (1891) 
R. E. Speer, What Constitutes a Missionary Call? (1918) 
J. J. Stamoolis, Eastern Orthodox Mission Today (1986) 
John R. W. Stott, Christian Mission in the Modern World (1975) 
W.A. Visser ‘t Hooft, No Other Name  (1963) 
R. P. Wilder, The Great Commission (1936) 
 
 6.  FINAL EXAM:  Write an overview or summary of some representative theologies of 
mission in the twentieth century, using the eight models in Models of the Kingdom as an 
interpretive framework.  In the process, feel free to revise or expand the eight models, if 
necessary (approx. 7 to 10 pages).  Due May 18. 
 
EVALUATION 
 
 In grading, the course components will be weighted approximately as follows:   
  Class participation, including input from readings: 25% 
  Written assignments #3, 4, and 5:   50% 
  Final exam:          25% 
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SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READING   
 
FEB. 9 - INTRODUCTION: History, Paradigms, Models 
 MODELS OF MISSION:  The Kingdom of God (1) 
 Readings: Snyder, 7-66 
 Recommended: Bosch, 1-11 
 
FEB. 16 - MODELS OF MISSION:  The Kingdom of God (2) 
 Readings: Snyder, 67-131 
    Hedlund, vii-19 
    Stott, xi-xxiv 
 Recommended: Bosch, 123-89 
 
FEB. 23 - MISSION AS EXPANSION:  1900-1910 
 EDINBURGH 1910 
 Readings:  Yates, 3-33 
    Hedlund, 21-51 
 Recommended: Bosch, 190-213 
     Thomas, 3-14 
 
MAR. 1 - THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
 MISSION AS CHURCH OF A PEOPLE 
 Readings:  Hedlund, 53-60 
    Yates, 34-93 
 Recommended: Bosch, 214-61 
     Thomas, 16-48 
 
MAR. 8 - JERUSALEM 1928 / THE HOCKING-KRAEMER DEBATE 
 DR. RUTH TUCKER:  Helen Barrett Montgomery 
 Readings:  Hedlund, 61-94 
    Yates. 94-124 
 Recommended: Bosch, 262-313 
     Thomas, 50-60 
 
MAR. 15 - MADRAS 1938 AND BEYOND / UPPSALA 1968  
 TODD JOHNSON:  Mission Research at the Cutting Edges 
 Readings:  Hedlund, 97-153, 223-55 
 Recommended: Bosch, 313-45 
     Thomas, 61-76 
 
MAR. 22 - MISSION AS PRESENCE AND DIALOGUE 1950-60 
 MID-TERM EXAM based on the required readings to date. 
 Readings:  Yates, 127-62 
 Recommended: Bosch, 349-67 
  
MAR. 29 - ROMAN CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVES 
 EVANGELICAL PERSPECTIVES:  Wheaton, Berlin  
 Readings:  Hedlund, 155-222 
    Yates, 163-92 
 Recommended: Bosch, 368-93 
     Thomas, 81-121    
 
[APR. 3-7 - Reading Week - No  Classes] 
 
 
 
APR. 12 - LAUSANNE 1974 
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 THE LAUSANNE COVENANT 
 Readings:  Hedlund, 291-340 (Review pp. 304-10) 
    Yates, 193-219 
    Stott, 1-72 
 Recommended: Bosch, 393-420 
     Thomas, 122-68 
  
APR. 19 - BANGKOK 1973 
 ECUMENICAL PERSPECTIVES:  Nairobi 1975 
 Readings:  Hedlund, 257-89, 341-405  
    Yates, 219-223 
    Stott, 73-138 
 Recommended: Bosch, 420-57 
     Thomas, 169-221 
  
APR. 26 - EVANGELICAL INITIATIVES:  Pattaya, Wheaton, Grand Rapids, Manila 
 ECUMENICAL PERSPECTIVES:  Melbourne, Vancouver, San Antonio 
 Readings:  Hedlund, 407-68 
    Yates, 224-51 
    Stott, 139-248 
 Recommended: Bosch, 457-89 
     Thomas, 223-86 
 
MAY 3 - PENTECOSTAL & CHARISMATIC PERSPECTIVES 
 A.D. 2000 PERSPECTIVES 
 Readings:  Hedlund, 469-83; Hand-outs 
 Recommended: Bosch, 489-510 
     Thomas, 287-321 
 
MAY 10 - MODELS OF MISSION TODAY / REVIEW AND SUMMARY 
 Readings: Snyder, 132-56 
 Recommended: Bosch, 511-19 
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COURSE BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Abbott, Walter M., S. J. ed., The Documents of Vatican II, New York:  Guild Press, 1966. 
   
Anderson, Gerald H., ed.  Asian Voices in Christian Theology.  Maryknoll:  Orbis, 1976. 
      
__________.  The Theology of the Christian Mission.  New York:  McGraw-Hill, 1961. 
      
Anderson, Gerald H., and Stanley, Thomas F., eds.  Mission Trends No. 1:  Crucial Issues in 
Mission Today.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New York, NY:  Paulist, 1974. 
 
__________.  Mission Trends No. 2:  Evangelization.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New York, 
NY:  Paulist, 1975. 
 
__________.  Mission Trends No. 3:  Third World Theologies.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New 
York, NY:  Paulist, 1976. 
 
__________.  Mission Trends No. 4:  Liberation Theologies.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New 
York, NY:  Paulist, 1979. 
 
__________.  Mission Trends No. 5 :  Faith Meets Faith.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New York, 
NY:  Paulist, 1981. 
 
Bassham, Roger C., Mission Theology:  1948-1975 Years of Worldwide Creative Tension 
Ecumenical, Evangelical, and Roman Catholic.  Pasadena:  William Carey Library, 1979. 
 
Beaver, R. Pierce.  Ecumenical Beginnings in Protestant World Mission.  New York:  Thomas 
Nelson, 1962. 
 
Beyerhaus, Peter.  Bangkok '73:  The Beginning or End of World Mission?.  Grand Rapids:  
Zondervan, 1973.  
 
__________.  Shaken Foundations Theological Foundations for Mission.  Grand Rapids:  
Zondervan, 1972. 
 
Blauw, Johannes. The Missionary Nature of the Church.  New York:  McGraw-Hill, 1962. 
 
Braaten, Carl E. The Flaming Center.  Philadelphia:  Fortress, 1977. 
 
Bria, Ion.  Go Forth in Peace:  Orthodox Perspectives on Mission.  Geneva:  WCC, 1986 
 
Boff, Leonardo, and Boff, Clodovis.  Introducing Liberation Theology.  Maryknoll:  Orbis, 1987. 
 
Bonino, José Miguez.  Doing Theology in a Revolutionary Situation.  Philadelphia: Fortress 
Press, 1975. 
 
Bosch, David J.  Transforming Mission:  Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission.  Orbis, 1991. 
 
__________.  Witness to the World.  Atlanta:  John Knox Press, 1980. 
 
Carpenter, Joel A., and Wilbert Shenk, eds.  Earthen Vessels:  American Evangelicals and 
Foreign Missions, 1880-1980.  Eerdmans, 1990. 
 
Dempster, Murray A., Byron D. Klaus, and Douglas Peterson, eds.  Called & Empowered:  Global 
Mission in Pentecostal Perspective.  Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson, 1991. 
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Douglas, J. D., ed. Let The Earth Hear His Voice.  Minneapolis:  1975.  (Documents of Lausanne 
1974.) 
 
Douglas, J. D., ed.  Proclaim Christ Until He Comes:  Calling the Whole Church to take the Whole 
Gospel to the Whole World.  Documents of Lausanne II in Manila.  Minneapolis, MN:  World 
Wide Publications, 1990. 
 
Dussel, Enrigue.  A History of the Church in Latin America.  Colonialism to Liberation.  Grand 
Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1981. 
 
__________.  Evanston Speaks.  Reports of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
August 15-31, 1954.  New York:  W.C.C., 1955. 
 
__________.  Evangelii Nuntiandi. 
 
Ecumenical Missionary Conference, New York, 1900.  Report, 2 vols.  New York:  American Tract 
Society, 1900. 
 
Ellul, Jacques.  False Presence of the Kingdom.  Trans. C. Edward Hopkin.  New York:  Seabury, 
1972. 
 
__________.  The Politics of God and the Politics of Man.  Trans. Geoffrey Bromiley.  Grand 
Rapids, MI:  Eerdmans, 1972. 
 
__________.  The Presence of the Kingdom.  Trans. Olive Wyon.  New York:  Seabury, 1967. 
 
Flannery, Austin P., ed.  Documents of Vatican II.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1975. 
 
Glasser, Arthur F. and Donald A. McGavran.  Contemporary Theologies of Mission.  Grand 
Rapids:  Baker, 1983. 
 
Gutierrez, Gustavo.  A Theology of Liberation.  Maryknoll:  Orbis, 1973. 
 
Gutierrez, Gustavo, and Shaull, Richard.  Liberation and Change.  Atlanta:  John Knox Press, 
1977. 
 
Harmelink, Daniel Nathan, comp.  Missions and Kenosis:  Significant Resources for the Study of 
Late Twentieth Century Missiology and the “Self Emptying” of Philippians 2:7 –– A Selected 
Bibliography.  Fort Wayne, IN:  Office of Graduate Studies, Concordia Theological Seminary, 
1996.  11 pp. 
 
Hedlund, Roger E.  Roots of the Great Debate in Mission, rev. ed.  Theological Book Trust, 1993. 
 
Hesselgrave, David J., ed.  Theology and Mission.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1978. 
 
Hocking, William Ernest.  Re-Thinking Missions.  New York:  Harper & Brothers, 1932. 
 
Hogg, William Richey.  Ecumenical Foundations.  New York:  Harper & Brothers, 1952. 
 
__________.  One World, One Mission.  New York:  Friendship Press, 1960. 
 
 
Hutchison, William R.  Errand to the World:  American Protestant Thought and Foreign  
Missions.  Chicago:  Univ. of Chicago Press, 1987. 
 
Johnson, David E., ed. Uppsala to Nairobi, 1968-1975.  New York:  Friendship Press, 1975. 
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Johnston, Arthur P. The Battle For World Evangelism.  Wheaton:  Tyndale House, 1978. 
 
__________.  World Evangelism and the Word of God.  Minneapolis:  Bethany Fellowship, 1974. 
 
Kraemer, Hendrik.  The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World.  New York:  International 
Missionary Council.  Rprnt, 1947. 
 
__________.  A Theology of the Laity.  Philadelphia:  Westminster, 1958. 
 
__________.  The Communication of the Christian Faith.  London:  Lutterworth Press,  1957. 
 
McCool, Gerald A., ed.  A Rahner Reader.  New York: Seabury, 1979. 
 
McGavran, Donald, ed..  The Conciliar - Evangelical Debate:  The Crucial Documents, 1964-1976.  
Pasadena:  William Carey Library, 1972. 
 
Meeking, Basil and Stott, John, ed.  The Evangelical-Roman Catholic Dialogue on Mission, 1977-
1984.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986. 
 
____________.  Mission and Evangelism:  An Ecumenical Affirmation.  New York:  NCCC/DOM, 
1983. 
 
Moltmann, Jürgen.  The Trinity and the Kingdom:  The Doctrine of God.  Trans. Margaret Kohl.  
San Francisco, CA:  Harper & Row, 1981. 
 
Mott, John R. The Evangelization of the World in This Generation.  London:  SVM, 1900. 
 
Mühlen, Heribert. A Charismatic Theology:  Initiation in the Spirit.  Trans. Edward Quinn and 
Thomas Linton.  Ramsey, NJ:  Paulist Press, 1978. 
 
Neill, Stephen.  Salvation Tomorrow.  Nashville:  Abingdon, 1976. 
 
Niebuhr, H. Richard. The Kingdom of God in America.  New York:  Harper & Bros., 1937. 
 
Osthathios, Geevarghese Mar.  Sharing God and a Sharing World.  2nd ed.  Kerala, India:  
Christhava Sahithya Samithy, and Delhi:  Indian SPCK, 1999. 
Paton, David M., ed.  Breaking Barriers, Nairobi, 1975.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1976. 
 
Rahner, Karl.  Theological Investigations.  New York: Seabury, 1979. 
 
Rouse, Ruth, and Stephen Neill, eds.  A History of the Ecumenical Movement 1517-1948.  
Philadelphia:  Westminster, 1954. 
 
Scherer, James A.  Gospel, Church, and Kingdom:  Comparative  Studies in world Mission 
Theology.  Minneapolis:  Augsburg, 1987. 
 
Scherer, James A., and Stephen B. Bevans, eds. New Directions in Mission & Evangelization 1: 
Basic Statements, 1974-1991.  Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis, 1992. 
 
__________. New Directions in Mission & Evangelization 2: Theological Foundations.  Maryknoll, 
NY:  Orbis, 1994. 
 
Schmidlin, Joseph.  Catholic Mission History.  Techny, IL:  Mission Press, SVD, 1933. 
 
Segundo, Juan Luis.  The Liberation of Theology.  Maryknoll:  Orbis, 1976.  
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Snyder, Howard A.  Models of the Kingdom.  Abingdon, 1991. 
 
Stamoolis, James J.  Eastern Orthodox Mission Theology Today.  Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis, 1986. 
 
Stott, John R.  W.  Christian Mission in the Modern World.  Downers Grove:  InterVarsity Press, 
1975. 
 
Stott, John, ed.  Making Christ Known:  Historic Mission Documents from the Lausanne 
Movement, 1974-1989.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Eerdmans, 1997. 
 
Strong, Douglas M.  They Walked in the Spirit:  Personal Faith and Social Action in America.  
Louisville, KY:  Westminster John Knox, 1997.  Includes chapters on William Seymour, E. 
Stanley Jones, Orlando Costas. 
 
Siewert, John A., and Edna G. Valdez, eds..  Mission Handbook 1998-2000.  Monrovia, CA:  
MARC, 1997. 
 
Thomas, Norman E., ed.  Classic Texts in Mission and World Christianity.  Orbis, 1995 (a book of 
readings keyed to Parts 2 and 3 of Bosch). 
 
Yates, Timothy.  Christian Mission in the Twentieth Century.  Cambridge University Press, 1996. 
 
Verkuyl, J. Contemporary Missiology:  An Introduction.  Trans. Dale Cooper.  Grand Rapids:  
Eerdmans, 1978. 
 
Visser ‘t Hooft, Willem A.  No Other Name:  The Choice between Syncretism and Christian 
Universalism.  Philadelphia:  Westminster, 1963. 
 
Walker, David S.  Challenging Evangelicalism:  Prophetic Witness and Theological Renewal.  
Pietermaritzburg, SA:  Cluster Publications, 1993. 
 
Warneck, Gustav. Outline of a History of Protestant Missions.  Edinburgh and London:  Oliphant, 
Anderson & Ferrier, 1906. 
 
Warren, M. A. C. The Missionary Movement from Britain in Modern History.  London:  SCM, 
1965. 
 
Yoder, John Howard, ed.  The Schleitheim Confession.  Scottdale, PA:  Herald Press, 1977.
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   JOURNALS 
 
Ecumenical Review.  Published by WCC. 
 
Evangelical Mission Quarterly. 
 
International Bulletin of Missionary Research. (Ecumenical, Evangelical, Roman Catholic.)  
Published by OMSC. 
 
International Review of Mission.  Published by Division of World Mission and Evangelism 
DWME/WCC (World Council of Churches) 
 
Missiology.  (Ecumenical, Evangelical, Roman Catholic.) 
 
Missionalia.  Especially useful for its abstracts. 
 
Mission Frontiers. U.S. Center for World Mission. 
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WEEKLY READING REPORT                                                MI750 
 
Name__________________________________________    Date_____________ 
 
Readings completed this week: 
          Author                                  Title                       No. of pages 
_______________      ________________________________    _________ 
_______________      ________________________________    _________ 
_______________      ________________________________    _________ 
_______________      ________________________________    _________ 
                                       TOTAL PAGES: _________ 
 
What “models of the Kingdom” were evident (or implied) in this reading? 
 
 
 
 
What issues emerged which have relevance for the theology of mission, or your own ministry? 
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